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News from the  Board                 
     

              

                            THE PRESIDENT   
      Hope the Christmas Season is a good one for you with 

family and friends.  The festive programs out  there are 

beautiful and I hope you can get out and enjoy them.   

      Early next year we need to get serious about finding new 

board officers for 2016.  We will need to install them at 

Annual  Meeting in April.  Some of us have served 6 years or 

more.  We need members to step up and say, “I can help!”.  If 

not we will be starting 2016 with half of a board.  I am not 

going to call 300 or so members and beg so I am thinking you 

need to call me.  Please do and soon.  We need:  President, 

Treasurer, Community Outreach Director, and International 

Director.  Positions on the board are 2 years with a possible 

extension for 2 more years if the person wishes 2 more years.  

As you can see we need your help!  Please call me if you 

would like to know more about a position or anything 

pertaining to this issue. Thanks!     Joan Stanley,  President      

                               Joan Stanley   
 

 
               FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 
                 (Program Lessons)   Betty Logue 

This will be my last article as 1st Vice Chairman.  I would 

like to thank the members that have given us suggestions for 

lessons over the past two years.  And in return we have 

passed on to the "Extension Educators" that put together our 

lessons for us.  A big thank you to all that made this possible.  

          NOTE:   ERRORS in 2015 Program Book 

An now to our new program books,  I am sorry for the errors, 

in the proof-reading these errors were not caught before it 

went to final print.  Page 2-Mary Lou Younger is CO-2nd 

VP---Pat Miller's e-mail is pmiller1932@yahoo.com---Linda 

Holzhausen lives on Frank Dr. not Fand Dr.---Luanna Olson 

lives on Trailway not Tailway.  Page 3-Bobbi McEntire-

Phone no. is 351-7308--Linda Cummins no.is 643-7469-

Nancy Blackburn no.is 621-9805-Donna Prahl no. is 778-

4834.  Page 4-Penfield meets on Third Monday not Tuesday.-

--Page 5---May-take lesson April 3rd not April 5 ---Page 12--

-July 14-16--NVON--Holiday Inn not Hilton Inn---Page 17---

Dec.1--Unit dues to County  Treasurer not 2nd Vice 

President.  

   To all members, in going thru your program book and you 

find other errors please pass it on to the 2015 1st VP: 

     Bobbi McEntire--351-7308  - mcentire42@att.net 

so it can be corrected.   

    Again I want to thank the "Extension Educators",  

Extension office staff and all of our members for helping me 

in doing the job of 1st Vice Chairman. I would like to wish 

every one a "Happy Holiday".  Betty Logue 
 

************************************************ 

      FIRST VICE PRESIDENT - Elect 
           (Program Lessons) Bobbi McEntire 

Next month’s Lesson has a TIME CHANGE and 

January 5 is on a Monday. 

 

Monday, January 5th – February 2015 Lesson: 

“Mindfulness and Soul Care”   

NOTE TIME CHANGE – 1:00 p.m.  FBA 

 
    Bobbi McEntire--351-7308  - mcentire42@att.net 

 

 

 

                  SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT 
                     (Membership)   Carol Froeschl 

             
            Connie Cimino – Staley Unit 

            Carlene Hofmann – Mayview Unit 

            Clarissaa Schluter – Penfied Unit 

 

     Welcome Ladies to HCE.  The past 2 months we have had 

11 new members.   Congratulations to the Units that have 

added new member in 2014—total new members this year is 

twenty-six.   

 

    Thank you to the units who have sent me their Unit 

membership list 2013.  If you have NOT sent me your 

http://champaigncountyhce.wordpress.com/
mailto:mfroesch@illinois.edu
http://www.iahce.org/
mailto:mcentire42@att.net
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2013 membership, please send as soon as possible. 

 
            Been Cookin for 96 Years 

                                 INVITE a friend to join HCE 

 

****************************************** 

                COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
    Unit Community Outreach Chairman, please send me your 

report on what your Unit did for “Make a Difference Day”  

Please give me total donation, total of what every product 

collected and gave away (like # of boxes of Kleenex boxes 

given to a school).  Questions, please call me. 

     When attending County potlucks, you do not need to bring 

any serving spoon for your dish.   

     Have a very Merry Christmas.     Elizabeth Michael 
 

              CULTURAL ENRICHMENT     
                             Pat Miller       

        Enjoy the holiday season.  As you spend time with 

family and friends, take time to think about and do something 

for those less fortunate. We have so much to be thankful for 

in this country. 

 Pat Miller Culture Enrichment 
 

                    FAMILY  ISSUES      

                       Linda Holzhausen 

Stages of Alzheimer's Disease 
Experts have documented common patterns of symptom 

progression that occur in many individuals with Alzheimer's 

disease and developed several methods of "staging" based on 

these patterns.  Progression of symptoms corresponds in a 

general way to the underlying nerve cell degeneration that 

takes place in Alzheimer's disease. 

Stage 1:  No cognitive impairment.  Unimpaired individuals 

experience no memory problems and none are evident to a 

health care professional during a medical interview. 

Stage 2:  Very mild decline.  Individuals at this stage feel as 

if they have memory lapses, forgetting familiar words or 

names or the location of keys, eyeglasses or other everyday 

objects.  But these problems are not evident during a medical 

examination or apparent to friends, family or co-workers. 

Stage 3:  Mild cognitive decline.  Early-stage Alzheimer's 

can be diagnosed in some, but not all,   with these symptoms.  

Friends, family or co-workers begin to notice deficiencies.  

Problems with memory or concentration may be measurable 

in clinical testing or discernible during a detailed medical 

interview.  Common difficulties include:   

   -  Word- or- name-finding problems noticeable to family or 

close associates 

   -  Decreased ability to remember names when introduced to 

new people 

   -  Losing or misplacing a valuable object 

   -  Decline in ability to plan or organize 

Stage 4:  Moderate cognitive decline. At this stage, a careful 

medical interview detects clear-cut deficiencies in the 

following areas: 

    -  Decreased knowledge of recent events 

    -  Decreased capacity to perform complex tasks, such as 

shopping, planning dinner for guests,  

        or paying bills 

    -   Reduced memory of personal history 

Stage  5:  Moderately severe cognitive decline.  Major gaps 

in memory and deficiencies emerge.  Some assistance with 

day to day activities becomes essential. 

    -  Be unable to recall such important details as their address 

or telephone number 

    -  Become confused about where they are or about the date, 

day of the week or the season 

    -  Usually require no assistance with eating or using the 

toilet 

Stage 6:  Severe cognitive decline (Moderately severe or 

mid-stage Alzheimer's disease).  Memory difficulties 

continue to worsen, significant personality changes may 

emerge and affected individuals may: 

    -  Lose much awareness of recent awareness of recent 

experiences and events as well as of    

       their surroundings  

    -  Occasionally forget the name of their spouse or primary 

caregiver 

    -  Need help getting dressed properly, may put pajamas 

over daytime clothes or shoes on the     

       wrong feet 

    -  Tend to wander or become lost 

Stage 7:  Very severe cognitive decline (Severe or late-stage 

Alzheimer's disease).  This is the final stage of the disease 

when individuals lose the ability to respond to their 

environment, the ability to speak, and, ultimately, the ability 

to control movement.  Individuals need help with eating, 

toileting, walking, muscles become rigid and swallowing is 

impaired. 
    Linda Holzhausen, Family Issues - 217-714-2258 

                Holzhaus@illinois.edu 

                             
                    INTERNATIONAL 
                       Marge Probasco 

WOW....what a wonderful study of Germany !   Were you at 

the 'International Luncheon' ???  Lots of you were, there were 

84 folks there! Praise God..they just kept coming in & I was 

getting more excited the more I saw them coming in!  Could 

you tell that I was  'Excited'' ??   Well, we've studied one 

more country & I loved it of course.......ready to study another 

one and that would be.    "The Baltic States''....Estonia, 

Latvia, & Lithuania.   Does anyone ''know anything about 

these states ???   I sure don't & I'm ready to start 

studying....we'll be studying them at the first of the year..Jan, 

2015~ Back to the 'luncheon'....I want to "Thank'' everyone 

who came to it.  I thought it went very well.  My friend, 

Theresa Van Wakeman Wilson sang some beautiful  German 

songs,  My friend,  Eva Frayne gave a wonderful speech on 

her ''country of Germany''...which if she had the time would 

have spoken another hour, & then to 'wrap it all up'....Marvin 

Lee played his 'Accordion' & sang some 'German songs'...   it 

was all very good......the 'FOOD' was fantastic !   I also 

appreciated all of you who brought items to 'display' from 

Germany...thank you !...... 

I want to Thank all the 'Unit International Chairs' for coming 

in early to help with the ''decorations''.  They did a great job.  

Then of course  the HCE County Board ladies came to help 

mailto:Holzhaus@illinois.edu
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also & then they stayed to help clean-up!!  They were all over 

the place helping including:  Liz Michael in the 'kitchen! 

I'd like to mention also...two folks from the 'Extension '  came 

to help Ms. Eva work out her 'Power Point' on Friday before 

the luncheon...who were >> Katherine Mei & Dan 

Horn…thanks for all your 'tech' help, it went well.  I want to 

also thank those who came as ''visitors''  Kathleen 

Emery...State District 5 Director & Kathryn Mc Neely, 2nd 

Vice President(State)...& 1 from Vermilion County,  & 2 

from  Ford County...A special thanks to Dorothy Rogers for 

donating the 'Door Prizes'. A BIG thanks also goes to Carol 

Froeschl for all her work on the 'layout' & the printing of the 

'place mats, programs & lots of other items she's done to help 

along the way........thank you all !!               

 Keep traveling with me.....see you ''next year''! 

Well, I want to wish each & everyone a Very Merry 

Christmas & a Happy New Year.......... May God richly Bless 

each of you !!  Love you, Marge Probasco 

   
            VOLUNTEER  HOURS 
                      Linda Holzhausen   
It's that time of year again - reminder:  Members turn in your 

Volunteer Hours form to your UNIT Volunteer Hours 

Chairman.  The UNIT Volunteer Hours Chairman should 

check each form and mail them to me by the December 

31, 2014 deadline.  See pages 9-11 in the November, 2014 

issue of the Chatter (page 9 - instructions; page 10 - 

Individual Volunteer Hours Form (print number of copies 

needed to report volunteer hours: and page 11 - example on 

how to complete Volunteer Hours Form).  Thank you for 

your participation.  Every hour counts!!! 

Needed:  Volunteers at Champaign County Nursing Home:  

Volunteers Activities Dept. at 500 S. Art Bartell Rd., Urbana, 

217-693-5016.  Every weekday and week nights at 6:30 on 

Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  Transporting residents in 

wheelchairs to/from activities, helping with activities that 

vary daily. 

Needed:  Volunteers at Connections (formerly Transitions) at 

Thrift Store in Lincoln Square Mall.  2-3 hour shifts between 

noon-6:00 pm on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.  Sort 

donations, tag items, and greet customers.  

Volunteer@courageconnections.org 

 

        Linda Holzhausen, Volunteer Hours Chair 

               P. O. Box 182 

               Philo. IL 61864 

                   217-714-2258    Holzhaus@illinois.edu 

 

                        

         

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the Homer Unit for folding the November 

Chatter.  Those attending were Donna Schierer  Mahomet 

Bonnie Compton Homer, Shirley Miller Homer, Norman 

Miller Guest, Joan Stanley Savoy, Dee Stierwalt Guest   
 

  

 January  8 – Mayview 

 February - Penfield 

All mailings are done at 1:00 p.m. in the Farm 

Bureau Auditorium 

Sharon Ellis, 369-4602 - Newsletter Mailings 

           hsellis1@att.net 

Vickie Siebenhaar, 493-5247 - Newsletter Mailings    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

From the CCHCE Board         
      “Been Cookin’ 96 Years” 
 Membership Report   378 – January 1, 2015. 

 

 

                 BONDVILLE/SEYMOUR UNIT 

  The Bondville/Seymour HCE Unit met November 11, 2014 

with seventeen members present.  Roll call was answered by 

telling "A Special Memory of a Veteran".  

Chairman, Luanna Olson, discussed information on reporting 

volunteer hours.  She gave a good report on Cultural 

Enrichment Day and Membership Day.  Sue Christensen, 

Community Outreach Chairman, reminded us the next sewing 

day will not be until after the first of the year.  Pat Meriedth 

talked about the speaker at Cultural Enrichment Day 

regarding Alzheimer's.  Judy Swiger, Special Activities 

Chairman, presented ideas for December meeting.  It was 

decided to go to Christmas lunch on December 19th at the 

Hawthorne Suites. 

     

              
 

CHATTER  INFORMATION 
 

      JANUARY Chatter    

                DEADLINE 

BY DECEMBER 29th, 2014  

                               or sooner 
SEND TO: Carol Froeschl 

                   2503 Bedford Drive 

Champaign, IL 61820-7705 

mfroesch@illinois.edu                                                          

Phone: 621-2724 

 

    
DECEMBER 31st – Deadline for Volunteer 

Hours – send to Linda Holzhausen 

 

January 5th – February 2015 Lesson:  

                 “Mindfulness and Soul Care”   

     NOTE TIME CHANGE – 1:00 p.m.  FBA 

 

January 8th – Chatter Mailing at 1:00 p.m. 

                           FBA – Mayview Unit. 

 

April 30th – ANNUAL MEETING – United  

                       Methodist Church, Savoy 

mailto:Holzhaus@illinois.edu
mailto:mfroesch@illinois.edu
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 Luanna Olson announced the appointment of new officers--

Pat Meriedth, Chairman; Linda Meachum, Family Issues; 

Eleanor Cole, International and Luanna Olson, Membership 

and Volunteer Hours.  All other officers remain the same. 

     Judy Swiger gave lesson "Small Steps to Reduce Energy 

Use".  Hostesses were Luanna Olson and Emily Colbert.     

Emily Colbert, Secretary 
    

                      CHAMPAIGN NIGHTS UNIT 

     Five members of the Champaign Nights Unit met at 7:00 

pm in the home of Mary McQuire, on Thursday,  

November 20th. 

     The meeting was called to order at 7:15 pm by 

Chairperson, Dorothy Weber, and opened with the Pledge 

and Homemaker’s Aim. 

       For roll call each member told how they were organized.  

Shirley read the October minutes and they were approved. 

Mary reported that she had sent the $12.00 Pennies for 

Friendship fund to Treasurer Nancy Blackburn, along with 

annual dues for four members. 

     Eileen presented a short lesson on things that we are 

thankful for.  She distributed sheets with the letters T H A N 

K F U L We were asked to use each of the letters to tell what 

we are thankful for.  It was fun reading the individual thanks. 

     Volunteer hours were turned in.  Eileen reported on the 

International Luncheon. 

     It was decided to go out to eat for our December meeting.  

Reservations will be made for dinner at Minneci’s at the 

Crossing on December 16th at 6:00 pm. 

Mary served a delicious sugar-free cake for dessert 

     The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.  The January meeting 

will be at Shirley Williams’ home on Thursday January 22.          

Shirley Williams, Secretary 

      

Early Risers 
In November, we met at the new Family Restaurant on 150 in 

Mahomet.  The ambience and service was excellent.  It was 

noted that several members would be attending the Cultural 

Enrichment and Membership evens.  Nancy Sides announced 

that as of Jan 1, 2015, she will no longer be sec/treas. for our 

chapter.  She will continue doing our scrapbook, for which 

she has done an excellent job and also as sec/treas.  Thank 

you Nancy.  We collected money for Make a Difference 

Day.  $61 went to Salt & Light.  We had a guest Mary Quilan 

who told us about the Family's trip to Germany. She had 

pictures and momentos.  It was EXCELLENT!  Thank you to 

Ronda Scott for inviting her.  Also want to thank Ronda for 

giving an wonderful presentation at the Membership Meeting 

on how to make shirt aprons. 

  

In November, Myra Francis hosted at her home, with Linda 

Cummins as co-hostess.  Nancy Sides gave sec/treas report 

and it was approved.  Nancy also gave an excellent review of 

Mary Quinlan's trip to Germany.  Linda Cummins gave the 

lesson on "Safety in the Kitchen."  Next month, we plan to 

have our Christmas meeting at the Olive Garden, then we will 

go to Clark Lindsey and visit with Toddie, if she's still there.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with our members that currently 

have health issues.           Submitted by Mary Lou Younger 

  

                        HOMER UNIT 

  The Homer Unit did not hold a formal meeting this month 

but instead attended the International luncheon together. The 

unit also gathered on November 29th to put the Christmas 

tree up at the Village Hall and to fill bags for Santa to give to 

the children when they come to visit him, The unit also 

helped to fold Chatters this month. Merry Christmas to all 

from Homer.     Shirley Miller 
 

                       MAYVIEW UNIT 

      Mayview met November 4 in the home of Joyce Smith 

with Linda Holzhausen, Cheryl Peters and Velma Olson as 

co-hostesses.  Carol thanked Joyce and the Committee.  Song 

"God Bless America" led by Pat Smith.  14 members plus one 

guest, Carlene Hoffmann, answered roll call with 

"Suggestions to Save Energy".  Carol introduced our new 

member, Valerie Grindley, who joined on Membership Day.  

Carlene Hoffmann joined our Unit at today's meeting.  A big 

welcome to them both!  Volunteer Hours sheet was passed by 

Carol.  Lesson "Small Steps to Reduce Energy Use" by Pat 

Kerr-Mooney. Minutes approved as read.  Addendum to the 

minutes as an extra $10.00 was added to make our 

contribution to Eastern Illinois Food Bank $88.00 rather than 

$78.00 for Make a Difference Day.  Treasurer reported a true 

bank balance of $75.38.  1st Vice, Margaret Goodwin - Pat 

Smith will take the lesson "Driving Safety" on December 5 

for the January lesson.  2nd Vice, Judie Heck - everyone 

present today has paid dues.  International, Pat Kerr-Mooney 

gave a report on Germany.  Community Outreach, Linda 

Flessner - We will have a $5.00 donation at the December 

meeting and decide at that time where it will be donated.  

Anyone who will not be present is welcome to turn in $5.00 

to the Treasurer today.  Special Events, Gerry Windler - 

Marvin Lee will be at Gifford this Saturday; Ed Clem will be 

in Philo this Sunday.  Cultural Enrichment Day - Carol and 

Linda Holzhausen reported it was decided at CCHCE Board 

Meeting to have outside people come in to judge items next 

year and to move the event to a larger site.  Mayview is to 

fold Chatter on January 8 with Linda Flessner, Pat Smith, 

Gerry Windler, Carol Froeschl and Pat Kerr-Mooney 

volunteering.  Joys & Concerns - Pat Smith has a new great 

grandson and is expecting 3 more which includes one set of 

twins.  Marilyn Innes fell last week hitting her face on the 

coffee table resulting in a broken nose - Cheryl sent her a 

card. 

     Next meeting is brunch at Pat Smith's on December 2 at 

10:30 with Joyce Smith and Gerry Windler as co-hostesses.  

Bring a covered dish, table service and $5.00 donation.  Meat 

and drink will be furnished. 

   Installation of officers was conducted by Pat Kerr-Mooney. 

                       Linda Holzhausen, Secretary 
. 

                             MAHOMET UNIT 

    The Mahomet Unit met on November 19 at the Mahomet 

Community Bldg.  There were 13 members and 2 guest 

attending.   

   The lesson “Small Steps to Reduce Energy Use” was given 

by Marilyn Mohr.  She gave an interesting and educational  
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lesson.  We learned many difference and simple ways to save 

energy—unplug electrical appliances that are seldom used,  

turn off lights, etc.  A good discussion by all. 

     V.P. Mary Miller reported that officers remain the same 

for 2015.  The December meeting will be Dec. 17 at 

Mahomet Home Restaurant at 11:30 a.m. 

    Donna Shirer reported on Cultural events coming up and 

her enjoyment from the recent HCE County events she 

attended.  President Bonnie Cook announced that the 

Mahomet unit was listed to help with the Chatter mailing on 

Dec. 4th.  Refreshments were served by Donna Shirer and 

Sharon Neilson.          Viola Dunlap 

 

  

                             PENFIELD UNIT 
     Jane Piatt was hostess for the November 17 Penfield HCE 

unit meeting held at her home.  

After reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, the group recited the 

Homemakers Aim.   

     The lesson given by Jane was about getting a kit ready for 

an emergency situation to better face and survive a disaster.  

A supply of water, nonperishable food, medications, first aid 

supplies and even food for pets should be included.  

     Plans were made for the December 7 meeting to be held at 

the home of Delores Loschen. A carry in meal will be 

brought and husbands will be included.  

     Dues will be sent in to the office. Volunteer hours are 

bring collected. As we do each year a donation will be sent to 

Northern Champaign County Community Services.  

The business meeting was adjourned and lovely refreshments 

served 
 

                                PESOTUM UNIT 

Our November 18th meeting was cancelled by the Officers 

for incumbent weather.   

Our December meeting will be held Tuesday, December 16th 

at the Community Building at 7pm sharp.  If the weather co-

operates and our members and their families are in better 

health, this will be our Christmas get-together and gift 

exchange.  We no longer exchange secret pals names, so 

everyone attending could bring a gift under $10.00.  These 

gifts will be numbered and a lottery held.  Everyone wins!! 

Instead of appointing hostesses this month, we are asking 

everyone to bring a sweet treat for the table for everyone to 

enjoy.  A few ideas perhaps are pudding, jell-o, holiday candy 

or a favorite cookie.  We will have the door open at 6:45pm. 

There will be no business at this meeting.  Companionship 

and hopefully a club book to preview for next year's events.   

Happy Thanksgiving!  Hope your holiday is safe and ful-

FILL-ing.      Submitted by Liz Barnhart 
 

                                  PHILO UNIT 

       The November 21, 2014, Philo HCE meeting was called 

to order at 1:32pm by Chairman Betty Lauchner at the Philo 

Presbyterian Church.  Irma Cook and Judy Rahn served 

refreshments of Pumpkin Angel Food Cake at 1pm.   

     The pledge to the flag and the Homemakers Aim were 

recited and Betty Lauchner led us in singing Button Up Your 

Overcoat.   

     Secretary's report:  Fifteen members answered roll call 

with “Suggestions to Reduce Energy” and the October 

minutes were read, corrected and accepted. 

   Treasurer's report:   A total of $161.29 was sent to the 

county for the year of Pennies for Friendship collection. 

    Program:  Mary Ann Rinkenberger gave a brief lesson on 

“Small Steps to Reduce Energy Use”. 

     Community Outreach:  No sewing day till January.  

Continue to collect bras, small purses and other good clothing 

for Connections Thrift Store. 

     Cultural Enrichment:  The annual Christmas Tea at 

Countryside UMC to be at 10am on December 3.  All are 

welcome.  Virginia Theater has good old movies scheduled. 

     Public Relations:  Village tree trimming will be December 

7, 2014, at 4pm.  Please, bring 2 dozen cookies to the library 

for refreshments after trimming and carols.  Jackie Harris is 

painting bells for tree trimming.  We will have red, white and 

blue ornaments.  This is our 24th year to decorate the village 

tree.   

      International:  Kay Kelley reported on the International 

meeting November 17.   

     Volunteer Hours:  Please, turn your hours to Norma Rash 

before Christmas.  More forms are available.   

    The Zion Lutheran Bake sale is November 22, at the 

Firehouse.   

    Our next meeting will be at the Olive Garden, December 

19, at 11:30am.  Meet at the Presbyterian Church if you want 

to carpool.   

   About 60 boxes of tissues were delivered to Unity East and 

St Thomas schools.  Thank you cards from both schools were 

read.   

    Feel free to invite new folks to Thursday coffee hour.  

Mary Ann Rinkenberger is now coffee hour chairman.   

        Mary Ann Rinkenberger, Secretary 
 

 

                        RANTOUL UNIT 

  Tues. Nov. 11th, President, Betty Hadler called our monthly 

meeting to order.  Led by Carolyn Phelps, we sang "I 

Believe" for Veteran's Day..  The roll call theme was       

'How Do You Save Energy', some great ideas.  Present were 

nine members.   Lesson: 'Small Steps to Reduce Energy         

Use' was interestingly presented by Betty Hadler.  Collection 

was taken for 'Pennies for Friendship'.  

    International:  Carolyn Phelps spoke  about Germany,  as 

Sun. Nov. 9th was the 25th anniversary since the falling of 

the Wall and how they celebrated in Germany.  Family 

Issues: Gerry Young gave an account of some of her 

frustrating yet funny experiences in the kitchen.   

   New business:  International Luncheon sign-up sheet was 

passed around.  Dec. 5th,  it is planned to go as a group to the 

lesson 'Driving Safety'.  Dec. 9th monthly meeting, it is 

planned to meet & eat in Champaign.  By Dec. 9th, bring or 

deliver a toy(s)  to the Rantoul Community Services for their  

Children's Christmas party and also any  items for the Ludlow 

school children to sell.  Volunteer Hours totals are due in 

Dec.  Betty Hadler adjourned the meeting.  Hostesses 

        were Norma Shafer & Marcia Jackson. 

                        Teresa Fabry 
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                          ROYAL UNIT 

        Royal Unit of HCE met November, 18, 2014 with Ella 

Osterbur as hostess and Irene Osterbur, co-hostess.  Marge 

Bluhm, chairman, called meeting to order.  Pledge to the Flag 

and Homemaker’s Aim were recited.  Eleven members 

answered roll call “Suggestions to Reduce Energy”.  Minutes 

were read by secretary and treasurer, Ella Osterbur gave her 

report.  Pennies for Friendship were collected. 

Billie Busboom, 2nd vice, reported she had collected dues 

from the members. Marge had purchased two books, 

“Tattered quilt” and “Family of Jesus”, in memory of Marian 

and Minnie Loeschen . Members brought items for or 

completed Backpacks for Bread Soup Kitchen, Champaign; 

our project for “Make a Difference Day”. June Osterbur made 

a motion to bring items for the Food Pantry to the December 

Christmas meeting and Billie seconded the motion. Members 

are to bring in their volunteer sheet at the December meeting.  

Doris Osterbur gave a report on the International Day and 

Irene gave her report on the Cultural Arts Day. One item she 

had entered, “Christmas hand embroidered tablecloth”, will 

go to the State Conference. 

The lesson, “Small Steps to Reduce Energy Use,” was 

presented by Billie Busboom.  December meeting will be 

hosted by Marge with Betty Gronewold and Betty Ross as co-

hostesses. 

Irene Osterbur, Secretary 

   

                                SAVOY UNIT 

      Eight members and two guests of the Savoy unit attended 

the International Luncheon on November 17.  The guests 

were Becky Marshall, daughter of Jeanne Woolen, and 

Charlotte Golden brought a friend of German heritage. 

       We thoroughly enjoyed the food, history of Germany, 

and entertainment.  Hats off to the committee for a a job well 

done! 

      It is with a great deal of sadness that we announce the 

passing of our President, Ilene Koehler.  She will be greatly 

missed. 

      Our next meeting will be on December 15.  We will meet 

a Houlihands at 11:30am. 

      "Unshared joy is an unlighted candle"---Spanish Proverb 

                        Linda Johnson, Secretary 

 

                 ST JOSEPH UNIT 

. Eleven members attended the Nov. 6th meeting of the St. 

Joe unit of HCE.  Acting Chair, Sandy Foster, opened the 

meeting by asking Judy Corray to lead the group in reciting 

the pledge and “Aim.” Roll call was answered b telling 

“What dish is a must-have on your Thanksgiving table?” 

    Hostesses Carolyn Corn and Nancy Aders decorated the 

refreshment table with a lovely arrangement of fall flowers 

and candles. They served a delicious cake along with coffee 

and tea for dessert. 

     The Lesson “Small Steps to Reduce Energy” was then 

given by Betty Logue. The group also had some input on 

experiences they have had regarding energy efficient 

appliances, as well as light bulbs. 

     Special activities chair, Judy Corray, suggested several 

different restaurants for our December lunch meeting. 

    The group decided to go to Houlihan’s in Champaign and 

also to change the meeting to Wednesday, December 3rd, 

instead of our usual Thursday time. 

     Thanks to everyone for the generous donations last month 

of Kleenex for St. Joseph Grade School and this month for 

items for the food pantry. 

    Also, a big thank you to Maria Jeske, who crocheted 

fifteen caps and six scarves that were taken to the grade 

school with the Kleenex by Betty Logue. Doris Marsh took 

everything to the Church of Christ for the food pantry. 

 “Happy Thanksgiving to all!”     Sandy Foster 

 

 

        

KITCHEN CORNER    DECEMBER  2014 
 

Water Chestnut Casserole - Carol Froeschl 

 

2 C. diced celery 

1 C. water chestnuts ( 8oz can sliced) 

1 can of cream of chicken soup 

1 small package of slivered Almonds 

1/4 lb butter or margarine 

1 sections of Ritz Crackers (crusted) 

Boil diced celery in salted water for 7 minutes.  Do not 

over-cook.  Drain and add water chestnuts & soup.  Pour 

inter buttered casserole dish or 8x8 square dish.  Saute 

crackers and almonds in butter.  Place on top.  Bake 35 

minutes at 350 degrees.  This is very easy and very 

good. 
 

Yam-Mellow Crisp – Carol Froeschl 

1 Tall can yams 

1/4 c. orange juice 

3/4 c. flour 

1/2 c. sugar 

1 tsp. cinnamon 

Dash of salt 

1/2 c. butter 

1 1/2 c. miniature marshmallows 

1 C. raisins (Optional) 

Place yams & mash in 8x8 inch shallow baking dish. 

Place raisins on top of yams. Pour orange juice over 

yams. Combine flour, sugar, cinnamon and salt; mix 

well. Cut in butter until mixture resembles coarse 

crumbs; sprinkle over yams. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 
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minutes. Sprinkle with marshmallows. Broil until lightly 

browned. 6 servings. 

 

Mashed Potato Casserole 
12 servings of Instant Mashed Potatoes, prepared 

          by directions on box. 

8 oz pkg. soft cream cheese 

1 C. sour cream 

1 tsp. garlic salt (or to taste) 

Prepare potatoes as directed  Add sour cream, cream 

cheese, garlic salt and mix well with mixer.  Place in 

greased casserole (2 qt).  Dot with butter.  Top with 

chopped Chives if desired.   Bake uncovered for 30-40 

minutes at 350 degrees. Can be prepared day before and 

bake before serving.  Cannot tell that instant potatoes 

have be used. 
 

Date Muffins – Carol Froeschl 

2 C. biscuit mix 

1 C. dates (chopped) 

¼ C. sugar 

¾ tsp cinnamon 

1 egg 

2/3 C. milk 

Combine biscuit mix, dates, 2 T. of sugar, ½ tsp 

cinnamon, egg, and milk in mixing bowl.  Beat 

vigorously for 1 minute.  Spoon into 12 to 15 well 

greased muffin tin.  Combine remaining 2 T. sugar and 

cinnamon.  Sprinkle over muffins. 

Bake at 400 degrees for 15-18 minutes until golden 

brown. 

 

Chocolate-Dipped Coconut Macaroons –  

                                                       Linda Holzhausen 

14 oz sweetened shredded coconut 

14 oz sweetened condensed milk 

1 t. vanilla 

2 egg whites 

½ t. salt 

2 C. dark chocolate chips 

   Pre-heat oven to 325 degrees.  Combine coconut, 

condensed milk, & vanilla in large bowl.  Whip the egg 

whites and salt on high speed in the bowl of an electric 

mixer with the whisk attachment until they make 

medium-firm peaks.  Carefully fold the egg whites into 

the coconut mixture.  Drop batter in generous 

tablespoons (or use a cookie press) onto cookie pans 

lined with parchment paper.  Bake 25-30 minutes until 

golden brown.   

   Melt the chocolate chips over low heat stirring often.  

Dip half of each cookie in the melted chocolate, laying 

the dipped cookie on wax paper to cool.  Store at room 

temperature. 

 

                   
 

 

When you are standing still, everyone else is moving 

forward. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                  IN MEMORY 

 

Ilene Koehler - Savy 

 

 

              
              

                              2015 Theme:   
        “Come Together Walk with HCE”  
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International Luncheon – November 17, 2014 
                                                                    Country of Study – “GERMANY” 

                      
                                                                  Guest speaker – Eva Frayne and Marge Probasco, Int’l Chairman 

 

                         
          Special guest:  District #5 Director – Kathleen Emery        Entertainment: Theresa Van Wakeman Wilson 

                  and IAHCE 2nd VP Kathryn McNeely                                     Singing German songs 

                                 
                          Playing German songs – Marvin Lee                    Joan Cleary & Carolyn Phelps donating to ACCW      

                                                              “Women Walk the World”   
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                           CCHCE Chatter Folding for the Year 2015 
                                Held at Farm Bureau Auditorium 

 
                                             Vickie Siebenhaar                                             
                              803 Harward                                                                                                                                        
                             Champaign, IL 61820                                        
                             Phone: 493-5247    
                                                         vickie1003@comcast.net 
                                             
                                              
                                               2015 

Month Date (Thursday) Time Unit 

January  8           1:00 p.m. Mayview 

February 5 1:00 p.m. Penfield 

March 5 1:00 p.m. Pesotum 

April 9 1:00 p.m. Philo 

May 7 1:00 p.m. Rantoul 

June 4 1:00 p.m. Royal 

July 9 1:00 p.m. St. Joseph 

August 6 1:00 p.m. Savoy & Somer 

September 3 1:00 p.m. Staley 

October                  8 1:00 p.m. Bondville/Seymour 

November 5 1:00 p.m. Champaign Nights 

December 10 1:00 p.m. Dewey/Fisher 

 
  

  **If your Unit cannot fold the CHATTER the month assigned above, 
     Please call  Vickie Siebenhaar** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Chatter folding for Year 2015 
 

 

mailto:vickie1003@comcast.net
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Christmas Tree Traditions 

     The decorated Christmas tree can be traced back to the ancient Romans who during their winter festival decorated 

trees with small pieces of metal during Saturnalia, a winter festival in honor of Saturnus, the god of agriculture. 

     An evergreen, the Paradise tree, was decorated with apples as a symbol of the feast of Adam and Eve held on 

December 24th during the middle ages.  

     Christmas trees were sold in Alsace in 1531. Alsace was at that time a part of Germany. Today it is part of France. The 

trees were sold at local markets and set up in homes undecorated.  

     In the Ammerschweier in Alsace there was an ordinance that stated no person "shall have for Christmas more than one bush of more than 

eight shoe lengths."  

     Sixteenth century folklore credited Martin Luther as being the first to decorate an indoor tree. After a walk through a forest of evergreens with 

shining stars overhead, Luther tried to describe the experience to his family and showed them by bringing a tree into their home and decorating it 

with candles. Some historians state that the first evidence of a lighted tree appeared more than a century after Martin Luther's death in 1546.  

     The oldest record of a decorated Christmas tree came from a 1605 diary found in Strasburg, France (Germany in 1605). The tree was 

decorated with paper roses, apples and candies.  

     In Austria & Germany during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the tops of evergreens were cut and hung upside down in a living 

room corner. They were decorated with apples, nuts and strips of red paper.   

     The first record of Christmas trees in America was for children in the German Moravian Church's settlement in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 

Christmas 1747. Actual trees were not decorated, but wooden pyramids covered with evergreen branches were decorated with candles. 

     The custom of the Christmas tree was introduced in the United States during the War of Independence by Hessian troops. An early account 

tells of a Christmas tree set up by American soldiers at Fort Dearborn, Illinois, the site of Chicago, in 1804. Most other early accounts in the 

United States were among the German settlers in eastern Pennsylvania. 

     In 1834, Queen Victoria's husband, Prince Albert, was credited with bringing the first Christmas tree to Windsor Castle for the Royal Family. 

Some historians state that in actuality Queen Charlotte, Victoria's grandmother, recalled that a Christmas tree was in the Queen's lodge at 

Windsor on Christmas Day in 1800.  

     Charles Minnegrode introduced the custom of decorating trees in Williamsburg, Virginia in 1842.  

     By 1850, the Christmas tree had become fashionable in the eastern states. Until this time, it had been considered a quaint foreign custom. 

     Mark Carr brought trees from the Catskills to the streets of New York in 1851, and opened the first retail Christmas tree lot in the United 

States.  

     Franklin Pierce was the first president to introduce the Christmas tree to the White House in 1856 for a group of Washington Sunday School 

children. The first national Christmas Tree was lighted in the year 1923 on the White House lawn by President Calvin Coolidge. 

 

 

                         

 The Aztecs called poinsettias "Cuetlaxochitl." During the 14th - 16th century the sap was used to control fevers and the bracts (modified 

leaves) were used to make a reddish dye.  

 Montezuma, the last of the Aztec kings, would have poinsettias brought into what now is Mexico City by caravans because poinsettias 

could not be grown in the high altitude.  

 In the 17th century, Juan Balme, a botanist, noted the poinsettia plant in his writings.  

 The botanical name, Euphorbia pulcherrima, was assigned to the poinsettia by the German botanist, Wilenow. The plant grew through a 

crack in his greenhouse. Dazzled by its color, he gave it the botanical name, Euphorbia pulcherrima meaning "very beautiful."  

 Joel Roberts Poinsett was the first United States Ambassador to Mexico being appointed by President John Quincy Adams in the 1820's. 

At the time of his appointment, Mexico was involved in a civil war. Because of his interest in botany he introduced the American elm 

into Mexico. During his stay in Mexico he wandered the countryside looking for new plant species. In 1828 he found a beautiful shrub 

with large red flowers growing next to a road. He took cuttings from the plant and brought them back to his greenhouse in South 

Carolina. Even though Poinsett had an outstanding career as a United States Congressman and as an ambassador he will always be 

remembered for introducing the poinsettia into the United States.  

 William Prescott, a historian and horticulturist, was asked to give Euphorbia pulcherrima a new name as it became more popular. At 

that time Mr. Prescott had just published a book called the ‘Conquest of Mexico’ in which he detailed Joel Poinsett’s discovery of the 

plant. Prescott named the plant the poinsettia in honor of Joel Poinsett’s discovery.  

 A nurseryman from Pennsylvania, John Bartram is credited as being the first  person to sell poinsettias under its botanical name, 

Euphorbia pulcherrima  

 In the early 1900's the Ecke family of southern California grew poinsettias outdoors for use as landscape plants and as a cut flower. 

Eventually the family grew poinsettias in greenhouses and today is recognized as the leading producer of poinsettias in the United 

States.  
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Philo HCE 

PHILO VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE 

 
      

              Last minute preparations for the Philo Village Christmas Tree celebration on December 7 will 

be the focus on Thursday morning at the library this week. Members of Philo HCE and others at the 

coffee hour will put final touches on some of the decorations to be put on the tree on Sunday at four 

o’clock. 

           This is the twenty-fourth year that Philo residents from all generations will be together for 

decorating, singing and lighting of tree following an hour of ‘Make and Take’ crafts planned each year 

by librarian Sue Hale. A number of tables are set up with the projects and library staff and volunteers 

assist the children with the ornaments. 

     Since the celebration this year is on Pearl Harbor day, the theme will be Red, White and Blue as a 

tribute to all who serve our country. Some of the red bells were painted by Jackie Harris, Philo HCE 

member and tie in with the original re-cycling aim by using bell shaped yogurt containers. 

     The Philo tree tradition began in 1991 as an outgrowth of the Champaign County Homemakers 

Extension’s ‘Fun Days with Throwaways’ at Market Place Mall. 

     For the first five years the decorated tree was the large evergreen that once stood by the Welcome to 

Philo sign at the west end of Washington Street. Thelma Melohn was the mayor at this time and 

enthusiastically supported the idea, personally putting up street barriers there and giving the signal for 

the lights to be lit. 

     In 1994 Mayor Jean McCormick dedicated the event to the memory of Miss Melohn and Mayor 

Craig Eckert often remarked that the tree ceremony was his most enjoyable duty as mayor from 1997 to 

2013. 

     In 1996, the location was changed to the northwest corner of the lot where the new library was being 

built and indoor activities began the next year. 

     Depending on the weather, carols are sung either by the trees south of the library or inside the library. 

After the lighting, everyone goes back inside for hot cocoa and delicious cookies provided by the 

Friends of the Library and members of Philo Homemakers’ Extension, now known as HCE. 

     The history of the Philo Village Christmas Tree can be seen in two volumes of pictures taken by 

Margaret Khachaturian.  The books will be in the library from the sixth of December to the sixth of 

January.        Margaret Khachaturian – Public Relations, Philo HCE -   mmilesk@yahoo.com 
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2015 Theme “Come Together Walk with HCE” 
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