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 APRIL 2017 The CHATTER 

                 Main Events – 2017  

 

April 3rd – HCE Board Meeting – 9:30 a.m. at FBA – April CHATTER info DUE March 27th 

April 6th – CHATTER mailing – Mahomet Unit - 1:00 p.m. at FBA 

May 1st – HCE Board Meeting – 9:30 a.m. at FBA – May CHATTER info DUE Early date: April 20th 

May 3rd – ANNUAL MEETING – 9:30 a.m. – Savoy Methodist Church - Savoy 

May 4th – CHATTER mailing –Mayview Unit -1:00 p.m. at FBA 

May 5th – Craft Club – 9:00 a.m. at FBA – Learn to Crochet 

MAY 31st – Special Activity:  Green Mill Theater in Arcola–SEE PAGE 4 for details deadline change 
June 5th – HCE Board Meeting – 9:30 a.m. at FBA – June CHATTER info DUE May 29th 

June 8th – CHATTER mailing – Penfield Unit – 1:00 p.m. at FBA 

June 16th  – MEMBERSHIP EVENT – 9:30 at FBA –  Crafts at event will be Christmas in June 

July 3rd – HCE Board Meeting – 9:30 a.m. at FBA – July CHATTER info DUE June 26th 

July 6th – CHATTER Mailing – Pesotum Unit - 1:00 p.m. at FBA 

July 28th – Garage Sale Set-up – 4:00 p.m. at FBA 

July 29th – Garage Sale – 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at FBA 

August 4th – SEPTEMBER LESSON: “Rain Gardens” – 9 a.m. at FBA.  August Craft Holiday Wrath with 

                     some natural materials (fall and/or winter). 

August 7th – HCE Board Meeting – 9:30 a.m. at FBA -                     

August 9th – IAHCE District Workshop – Springfield – all members invited to attend. 

August 10th – CHATTER Mailing – Philo  

August 28th – September Board Meeting -9:30 a.m. at FBA 

Wednesday, September 6th – OCTOBER Lesson “Modern Food Trends” at 2:00 p.m. Webinar at FBA 

SEPTEMBER Unit meetings appoint nominating committee for unit elections of officers in 

NNONOVEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************* 
 

 

    April Showers 

bring May Flowers 

mailto:mfroesch@illinois.edu
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Champaign County 

 

HCE Board 2017 
 

President 

Mary Lou Younger 

2288 CR 1100E 

Champaign, IL 61822-9406 
217/398-3317 

waymly@aol.com 

\First Vice President 

Bobbi McEntire 

2413 Heritage Drive 

Champaign, IL 61820-7306 
217/351-7308 

mcentire42@att.net 

Second Vice President 
Carol Froeschl 

2503 Bedford Drive. 

Champaign, IL 61820-7705 

217/621-2724 
mfroesch@illinois.edu 

Secretary 

Sue Christensen 
3830 Thornhill Drive 

Champaign, IL 61822 

217/352-9157 
elchrist@illinois.edu 

Treasurer 
Melissa Chitwood 

1408 E 2250 N 
White Heath, Il 61884-9319 

217/493-4441 

melissaHCE@yahoo.com 

Family and Community Issues 

Judy French 

1104 Oakcrest Drive 
Rantoul, IL 61866 

217/892-4105 

jfrench716@aol.com 

Cultural Arts -  

Richey Vanderspool 

P.O. Box 187 
White Heath, IL 61884 

217/649-9893 

no email 

International 

Vickie Siebenhaar 

803 Harwood 

Champaign, IL 61820 
217/493-5247 

vickie1003@comcast.net 

Special Activities 
Dorothy Rogers 

302 W. Linden, Box 407 

Tolono, IL 61880-0407 
217/485-5225 

dorotrogers45@gmail.com 

Volunteer Hours 
Luanna Olson 

909 Trailway Drive 

Champaign, IL 61811-2079 
217/355-2276 

Luanna.olson@sbcglobal.net 

Chatter Editor 
Carol Froeschl 

2503 Bedford Drive 

Champaign, IL 61820-7705 

mfroesch@illinois.edu 

Chatter Mailings 

Vickie Siebenhaar 

803 Harvard 
Champaign, IL 61820 

217/493-5247 

vickie1003@comcast.net 

   

 

 

 

  

 

From the  PRESIDENT 
     Oh how wonderful, Spring is here.  Now hopefully there will also be time to 

work in my garden. CCHCE board has just returned from the IAHCE conference 

and thank you from all of us for this privilege to represent Champaign 

County.  There were no wild parties, but lots of fun, made many new 

aquaintances.  The conference ended with me and 2 other state members stuck in 

the elevator for near an hour.  Fortunately one side of elevator is glassed with a 

center courtyard view and it was fun to be the center of attention.  I along with 

several other presidents received an award for Outstanding leadership as County 

President.  We will share some of the things we learned with the Unit Chairmen 

that will be attending the board meeting on April 3rd. Again, Thank you to all of 

you. 

     The Annual Meeting will be May 3rd at Savoy Methodist Church.  Units should 

collect money and let the treasurer Melissa Chitwood know how many people are 

attending. Would you please also send the name of persons attending.  We will 

be electing some new officers and voting on some constitutional 

recommendations.  The speakers: Deb Griest [Ambucs Midwest Regional 

Director] will talk about AMTRYKES ( a specially adapted tricycle for children 

and adults with motor disabilities and also helps children with autism.)  We have 

witnessed amazing improvements with the children once they start using an 

Amtryke. Fisher Fair Secretary Evie Newman will present a short program on the 

upcoming Fisher Fair Events.  

     CCHCE Garage Sale in coming up in July.  We will have a pick up schedule 

next month.  If you are spring cleaning now and need to have things picked up 

earlier than July, please call m eat 721-2627 and we will make arrangements to 

take care of that. 

     Our get well wishes go out to Luanna Olson, who had surgery this 

week.  Thinking of you Luanna. 

      I learned that Laughter is still the best medicine.  The dosage is at 3 hugs a day 

and at least 4 good laughs daily.  So Smile and then laugh, enjoy life.   

 Mary Lou Younger 
 

                                              FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT  

     Another month has flown by. Spring is almost here. Can’t wait for all the pretty 

flowers to pop out. Enough of this cold weather already. Hope you are all planning 

on attending our annual meeting in May. We have a great program planned. 

     The conference in Peoria went well and we have lots of info to share. Start 

saving all those unwanted items for our annual garage sale. Let’s make it a bigger 

success than last year. Look forward to visiting our units with Mary Lou and 

becoming acquainted with your members. Don’t forget about Dorothy Rogers trip 

to Green Mill Village Theatre in Arcola May 31. We always have a good time.   

Bobbi 
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SECOND VICE PRESIDENT – Membership 

 

State Conference AWARDS 

2016 Award for the County with the Most Members 

Gained in Illinois 

CONGRATULATIONS Champaign County HCE! 

   The IAHCE 2nd Vice President gave the County 2nd Vice 

Presidents a challenge for 2016 for gaining new members.  

The challenge was to find the “Hidden Treasures in Your 

County” – Add-a-New Member – Add-a-Pearl!  During 

2016, for every new member the county gains, a pearl was 

added to a necklace.  CHAMPAIGN COUNTY won the 

necklace with 16 new members last year - #1 in the State.  

The next challenge for 2017 will be Add-a-Pearl for a 

bracelet SO welcome guest to your monthly meetings and 

events; let’s gain more new members in 2017. 

           Other AWARD Received at Conference 

    -- 2016 Education Award in Public Relations for 

Outstanding Programs during HCE Week Activities 

    -- 2016 Education Award in Certified Volunteer Hours 

for Highest number of hours reported in District 5 – 31,012 

hours. 

 

*** MEMBERSHIP EVENT – DATE CHANGE 

            JUNE 16th at 9:30 a.m. at FBA 

               DETAILS next CHATTER 

                       
                   CULTURAL ARTS 
I enjoyed attending the 2017 Annual Conference in East 

Peoria.  I saw many beautiful items in the Cultural 

Enrichment Display.  I hope to have a few pictures to show 

at our Cultural Enrichment Day on October 26, 2017.  Once 

again we will be selecting our top eight items to enter for 

2018 State Conference.  Champaign County had one State 

winner and that was a beautiful gold and pearl ornament 

created by Eve Springer, Dewey/Fisher Unit.  

Congratulation Eve!   Richey Vanderspool 
 

     FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ISSUES 

I attended the state convention in Peoria and it was very 

informative and lots of fun.  The state director for Family 

and Community Issues has decided to change our focus for 

this year to the following: 

1.  Help military and veteran families and learn about topics 

that affect them and their families.  Things that they face 

that we don't even think about. 

2.  Law Enforcement:  To start showing respect and doing 

things to show them our appreciation for what they do. 

3.  First Responders:  The same as for law enforcement. 

Some of the items to research are PTSD (Posttraumatic 

Stress Disorder) the symptoms and treatment and how they 

effect the person and the family. Enjoy the spring weather.   
Judy French, Family & Community Issues Chrm. 

 

    SEWING DATES:  Monday, April 24th  at FBA from 

9:30 a.m. – 3.  Bring a sack lunch – Please call Elizabeth 

Michael if you are planning to come – No date available for 

May.  Other months:  Thurs., June 22nd and Monday, July 

24th.  There will not be an Autistic Walk or Disability Expo 

this year because of lack of funds from the State.  Hope to 

plan both events Spring of 2018.  Anyone interested in 

helping with this project 

are welcome to come. 

Do not need to know 

how to sew to be able to 

help the ones that do 

sew. 

. 

 

 Front: Stephanie Mumm-

Philo, Leatrice Helbling-

Dewey/Fisher  Mary Ann 

Rinkenberger-Philo, Janet 

Whiteside                                       

 

 Left: Elizabeth Michael, Richey Vanderspool- Mahomet 

Jean Cornell –Staley, Lynn Trotter- Dewey/Fisher 

A great group of sewing ladies – Thank you for your sewing 

skills making the weighted blankets. 

                       Elizabeth Michael, Chrm 

 

                            INTERNATIONAL    
   The culture of the Philippines is a combination of Eastern 

and Western culture.  Before the Spanish colonization of the 

islands, the Philippines' culture was mainly influenced by 

the indigenous Malay heritage of Southeast Asia.  The 

Spanish Empire colonized the islands. After more than three 

centuries of Roman Catholicism spread 

throughout.  Hispanic influence heavily impacted the 

country's culture.  Mexican and Spain influence can be see 

in the country's dance and religion.   
    After being colonized by Spain the Philippines became a 

U.S. territory for almost 50 years.  Influence of the U.S. can 

be seen in the wide use of the English language and in the 

modern pop culture of the Philippines today 

               Vickie Siebenhaar 

Date CHANGE 
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****          SPECIAL ACTIVITIES        **** 

“Adam & Eve – Go to Marriage Counseling” 

at the Green Mill Theatre in Arcola on May 31st at 

11:30 a.m. with noon Buffet catered from Neimerg’s.  

Furnish your own transportation-be there when doors open.  

Welcome to HCE members, spouses or BRING A GUEST.  

$25 per person – mail to Dorothy Rogers, P.O. Box 407, 

Tolono, IL 61880.   

DEADLINE MAY 10th.  Dorothy Rogers, 485-5225 

      NOTE:  DEADLINE change to May 10th
. 

 

JOIN US FOR A FUN SHOW and GREAT FOOD! 

 

                             VOLUNTEER HOURS 
Congratulations to the following HCE Members: 

9 members report between 500-1,000 hours 

936 Elizabeth Michael – Mahomet Unit 

909 Joan Stanley – Savoy Unit 

892 Connie Hart – Philo Unit 

841 Los Wood – Early Risers 

810 Rickey Vanderspool – Mahomet Unit 

808 Pat Meriedth – Bondville/Seymour Unit 

704 Mary Margaret Bolton – Staley Unit 

684 Mary Lou Younger – Early Risers 

625 Rosetta Suits – Penfield 

 

6 members reporting over 1,00 hours 

1646 Vickie Siebennaar – Bondville/Seymour Unit 

1338 Rebecca Gatewood – Savoy Unit 

1335 Carol Froeschl – Mayview Unit 

1304 Marge Probasco – Dewey/Fisher Unit 

1028 Bobbi McEntire – Dewey/Fisher Unit 

1009 Becci Powers – Bondville/Seymour Unit 

         JOB WELL DONE, Gals! 

 Luanna Olson, Volunteer Hr. Chrm. – 355-2276        

Champaign County received the 2016 Education 

Award at the State Conference in March for the 

Highest Number of Hours Reported in District 5 with 

31,012 hours – Congratulations Champaign County 

HCE.        

     April is National Volunteer Month                                                              
 ******************************************** 

******************************************** 

                                 MAY  CHATTER 

                              DEADLINE 

          BY APRIL 20th, 2017  or sooner 
SEND to:  Carol Froeschl 

2503 Bedford Drive 

Champaign, IL 61820 

Email: mfroesch@illinois.edu 

Phone:  217/621-2724 

********************************************                  

CHATTER FOLDING: 

.        MAY 4th – MAYVIEW UNIT folding: 

                             1:00 p.m–FBA –  

 

Thank You to the ladies that folded the March Chatter. 
Bonnie Compton, & Shirley Miller, Homer Unit; Donna 

Prahl, Staley Unit;  Marylou Younger, Earlier Riser 

Unit;  Carol Froeschl, Mayview Unit; Shirley; 

Richey Vanderspool, Mahomet Unit;  Judy Gumbel, Sue 

Christenson, Alice McDuffee & Vickie Siebenhaar. 

Bondville/Seymour Unit. 

. ***************************************** 

From the CCHCE  

               Board Meeting 
“Down by the Riverside with HCE” 

Membership Report  - 300 – April 1, 2017 

  ******************************************** 

Nominating Committee Report:  We are needing 

members to come forward and fill positions on the County 

Board.  Position that need to be filled are Secretary (1 year 

term), Treasurer and Second Vice President (Membership).  

Positions with volunteers to serve: Volunteer Hour position 

Pat Meriedth; International position Donna Prahl, and 

President, Mary Lou Younger.  

The Nominating Committee members are: Vickie 

Siebenhaar 493-5247, Luanna Olson 355-2276, and Jean 

Cornell 359-6805.   

Please help them by calling and volunteering or 

volunteering someone for any of the positions. More than 

one person can run for any of the positions.  Every name 

recommended will be placed on the ballot. 

CRAFTING by HCE – Jean’s Craft Club    

Our next craft is on May 5th at 9am at the FB 

auditorium.  Richey will be instructing on how to Crochet - 

no charge except if you want to buy some supplies.  There 

will be other small crafts: decophage or stamping a coaster; 

railroad necklace; or painting .If you don't want to do any of 

this, join us anyway.  After our last lesson, the Connections 

Café group for Clark Lindsey Village joined us and it was 

so much fun.  Some people played euchre, some Uno, some 

colored, some just visited.  We had light snack and 

coffee.  We will have coffee and snacks also and it is a 3 hr 

EARLY Deadline  

mailto:mfroesch@illinois.edu
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open time.  Come join us and have some fun and Laughs! 

submitted by Richey Vanderspool and Mary Lou Younger 

********************************* 

Champaign County Unit News  

*********************************** 
                     BONDVILLE/SEYMOUR UNIT 

     The Bondville/Seymour Unit met on March 14, at the 

Bondville Village Hall.  Sharon Ellis, Co-Chairman, called 

the meeting to order by having the members recite the 

pledge and Aim.  Twelve members were present while Joan 

Jordan, Linda Meacham and Judy Swiger were in Australia; 

Dottie Nickel was in Florida; Roberta Farley spending the 

winter in Arizona and Sue Christensen was attending the 

IAHCE State Conference in Peoria.  

     Eleanor Cole passed out booklets she had ordered 

pertaining to her lesson in January. The title of the booklet 

was “What’s on Your Plate”.  A very informative and 

colorful book. 

     Roll call was answered by naming your favorite spring 

flower.  Crocus, tulip, daffodil, snowdrops, lilacs and iris 

were some of the favorites.  Daffodil was the most popular. 

     Minutes for February were read and approved.  Vicki 

Siebenhaar reported a balance of $278.07 in the treasury.  

Pat Meriedth moved that we pay Vickie $19.27 for her bills 

she incurred from our Christmas tree and decorations.  Alice 

McDuffie seconded the mortion. Motion carried. 

     Reports:  Pat, Cultural Arts Chrm., gave us instructions 

on how to make the railroad necklace which we will make 

at one of our meetings when she gets the materials.  She 

also showed us her wheelbarrow full of pink flowers she 

had made at the craft lesson.  International Chrm, Gretchen 

Potter, said she is working on customs for the Philippines.  

This country has the largest concentration of Catholics next 

to Italy.  A sheet was passed around to record volunteer 

hours for the month of February.      

    We were reminded of the Annual meeting May 3rd and to 

have our reservations paid to Vickie at next month’s 

meeting; Dorothy’s trip to Tuscola and the Membership 

Event on May 17th.  Ethel and Maud’s will be having a 

program and luncheon at 11:30 at Clark Lindsey at a cost of 

$7.00.  You need to call for reservations at 217/239-5201.  

The will meet again on May 10th at the I-Hotel and on June 

14th at Krannert. 

     Our “All About Me” person this month was Sharon Ellis 

who had pictures of her family and told about herself.  Did 

you know she was born in North Dakota?  Sharon also gave 

the lesson on “Pollinator Pockets”.  Alice McDuffie and 

Judy Gumbel served a delicious refreshments.  Luanna 

Olson, Secretary Pre-Tem 

       

                    DEWEY/FISHER UNIT 
  The Dewey-Fisher unit met for their March meeting at 

River Valley Church of Christ celebrating St. Patrick's 

Day.  The hostesses had decorated with an abundance of 

blue and green on the serving table. The centerpiece on the 

table was a cake decorated to commemorate our 99th year 

as a unit in the HCE organization.  We started our meeting 

with a trivia quiz about St. Patrick and sang a group song 

about leprechauns.  Marge Probasco introduced our newest 

member, Elfrieda West, to the group. Lynn Trotter gave the 

lesson on "Pollinator Pockets" and encouraged everyone to 

find a spot in their yard to plant a small "pocket" to provide 

food and shelter to the pollinators in our area. Pollinators 

we all recognize are bees, moths, and hummingbirds. The 

most amazing fact she offered was that hummingbirds 

require a "refill" of food for every 20 minutes of flying 

time.  She offered 4 inch pots of asters she had dug from her 

garden recently to anyone who wanted to take one home. 

Several members went home with a new plant. Bob 

McEntire, chairperson reminded us that the annual meeting 

is May 3 and we will make plans at our April meeting for 

those who want to attend and car pool. We sang Happy 

Birthday as we recognized three of our members with 

March birthdays: Bobbi McEntire, Lynn Trotter, and Eve 

Springer.  Melvina Heap announced she is celebrating the 

safe arrival of her first great-grandchild (a boy) and Leatrice 

Helbling announced she is celebrating the arrival of her first 

female great-grandchild after six male great-

grandchildren.  Marge Probasco brought a sample of a 

Philippine dessert she served as she gave her international 

report. A committee was formed to begin planning the 

celebration of our unit's 100th birthday a year from 

now.  Marge Probasco volunteered to chair this event and 

Ruth Lutz, Elfrieda West, and Lora Mae Kesler volunteered 

to assist.  Marge announced the pen pal gathering this 

spring will be May 23 at the grade school.  Following the 

business meeting we enjoyed cake and green punch along 

with Leprechaun Chex mix.  Eve Springer offered members 

a take-home sample of the marinated vegetable salad they 

have heard so much about in previous meetings. She makes 

the salad for funeral dinners because the amount can be 

varied according to the number of people being served.   
     Eva Springer 

Our unit made a donation to mercis refuge. It is a place for 

women to go to get back on their feet after domestic issues. 

This was our October make a difference event. 

We are hoping to assist a Mahomet 4H cooking group with 

a donation also. 

Two of our members Eve Springer and Leatrice Helbling 

represented us with items in the cultural arts display at our 

state conference. They are both very talented ladies. 

Our unit also participated in the holiday trees and craft 

event entering a tree recognizing the different types of 

cancer.    Bobbi McEntire 
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 From L to R. Back row Elfrieda West, Marge Probasco, Bobbi 

McEntire, Joyce Kerkstra, Beverly Lee, Karol Prentice. Middle 

row - Marilyn Collins, Lora Mae Kesler, Agnes Watson, Charleen 

Foster, Lynn Trotter 

Front row - Ruth Lutz, Virginia Welborn, Melvina Heap, Leatrice 

Helbling, Eve Springer 

 

                 EARLY RISERS UNIT 
     The Early Risers met at Denny's with nine members 

present.  Sam McCall let the group with the Pledge of 

Allegiance and the Homemaker's Aim. 

    The only committee report was from Outreach.  Elaine 

Hershbarger asked members about money for various needs 

of our DSC home (Trowbridge House).  It was decided to 

collect money at each meeting if necessary to meet our 

goals for gift giving and supplies.  She passed around a 

"thank you" note from the residents for our February visit, 

signed by all of them. She will keep a separate fund for the 

house. 

     The annual meeting of CCHCE will be May 3rd at the 

Savoy Methodist Church.  Elaine will collect $20 at the 

April meeting from those attending.  The county 

membership event is April 17th at the Farm Bureau. 

     We reversed the order of lessons, so Elaine gave the 

lesson "Difficult Decisions."  "Pollinator Pockets" will be 

given next month.  Nancy Griffet shared her life events with 

the group.  Lois Wood brought her camera, so our waitress 

took a picture of our group. 

                    Elaine Hershbarger 

                          MAHOMET UNIT   

    The Mahomet Unit met on March 22 at the Mahomet 

Community Bldg at 1:30 p.m.  Bonnie Cook opened the 

meeting with the Pledge and Aim.  Eleven members 

answered roll call by telling their favorite spring flower. 

     Lorena McClain gave the secretary report which was 

approved.  Joyce Herriott gave the treasurer report.  A check 

was donated to the unit in memory of Keri Nebraszi parents 

who recently passed away.  

    President Elizabeth Michael announced two new 

members had joined her sewing group and upcoming 

meetings to attend. 

     Keri told about a trip the unit might like to take in June 

as a additional activity for the unit.  A trip to Rock Home 

Gardens in Arcola. 

     Elizabeth gave an interesting lesson on “Pollinator 

Pickets” we learned what pollinator was about, what plants 

needed and shelter to bring around pretty flowers and trees.  

Milkweed we destroy are important for pollination. Bees 

may be the first pollinators we think of but there are many 

more.  

    Rickey reported on the Annual State Conference “Down 

by the Riverside” in Peroria.  Donna Shirer reported on 

Cultural Arts and told about her enjoyment while attending 

the Conference in Peoria.  She also showed things she had 

made.  Refreshments were served by Mary Miller and 

Lorena McClain.   Viola Dunlap 

 

                        MAYVIEW UNIT        
    The March 7, 2017 meeting was held at Margaret 

Goodwin's with Judie Heck assisting.  They served assorted 

cookies, nuts, and mints with drinks.  The Pledge and 

H.C.E. Aim were recited and Pat led us in singing "My 

Wild Irish Rose".  Barb Leach gave the lesson on 

"Pollinator Pockets".  Pollinators are bees, wasps, winds, 

butterflies, and other insects that gather the nectar of a 

flower and spreads it around, and they are needed to provide 

nectar, food and water. The milkweed is a host plant and is 

a good source for the Monarch butterfly.  Don't cut down 

the ornamental grasses because some eat off of 

them.  Hummingbirds like the red color of flowers, while 

bees are attracted to purple and blue.   

     Attendance was called with, "What is your favorite 

flower?", we had 12 members, including a new member, 

Lois Campbell, so glad to have her.  The minutes were read, 

forgot to add, 91st birthday of our club, then approved.  Pat 

gave a bank balance of $343.38.  Joyce made a motion to 

pay Linda Flessner back $34.22, she spent on supplies for 

the DSC Kathryn house,Velma seconded it, all voted yes 

and passed. The house lost a member, but another is coming 

soon.  Linda is taking adult pictures to color, bubbles, cups, 

also plastic eggs for Easter and stickers and construction 

paper.  The guests like to receive cards and letters.  Velma 

made a motion to give the January and February birthdays 

belated cards, Lois Campbell 2nd, voted, all were in favor 

of this.  The address of the guest house is:  1910 Kathrine 

House, Urbana, Ill., 61801.  Linda took cookies in Feb., and 

will have residents names and birthday, and bring a list at 

the next meeting. 

     Velma said Ed Clem and Chrissy will be in Philo with 

Angie, from Blue Fish Restaurant in Elliot on March 12, at 

3:00 and Logan Kirby will be at Danville V.F.W. on 

Saturday, March 18, at 7:00.   

    Mayview Unit folds the Chatter May 4, at F.B. May 3, is 

Annual meeting at Savoy Methodist Church, with Ken 

Honecker singing and playing guitar.  Mary Lou will be 

running again for President.  Carol will bring a list of By-

laws to the next meeting, which will be at JOYCE SMITH'S 

at 1:00 p.m. instead of Beth's, because of knee surgery. 
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next meeting is April 4, at 1:00 p.m.        Gerry Ann 

Windler, Secretary 

 

                            PENFIELD UNIT 

Lisa 

Lewey-

Shields 

was 

hostess 

for the 

March 

20 

meeting 

of Penfield HCE.   The meeting opened with recitation of 

the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  This was followed by 

reciting The Homemakers Aim and reading the Collect For 

Club Women. 

     Committee reports were given.  Reminders were given 

for taking the next lesson, and the upcoming annual 

meeting.   

    Pamphlets explaining a Connection Cafe and Ethel and 

Maude's monthly luncheon were discussed and copies given 

to each.  

      All members received a "railroad" necklace provided by 

Lisa Shields. She then gave the lesson Pollinator Pockets 

and pollinators friendly gardens.  This was a good 

discussion topic we all found very interesting.   

     One guest attended, Brenda Roberts.  She joined us for a 

beautiful "luncheon" prepared by the hostess. 

  The next hostess for our April meeting is Judy Foster 

 

                           PHILO UNIT    

           The March 17, 2017, Philo HCE meeting was called 

to order at 1:33pm by Chairman Pat Miller at the Philo 

Presbyterian Church.  Judy Rahn and Norma Rash served 

Texas Sheet Cake at 1pm.  Sixteen members and two guests 

answered roll call with “Name your favorite spring flower”.  

Our guests were Celeste Taylor and Karen Bretzlaff.  The 

Pledge and Homemaker's Aim were recited.  The Treasurer 

and Secretary reports were given and accepted as read.  

     Karen Bretzlaff gave the program on “Pocket 

Pollinators”.  Connie Hart passed out a schedule for craft 

classes at the FBA.  Barb Kleiss asked Betty Rice to ask us 

to bring Easter candy to the library for the St Thomas Easter 

egg hunt the Saturday before Easter.  Remember, no 

chocolate or nuts. 

The next sewing day will be March 24, 9am to 3pm at the 

FBA.   

     Margaret Khachaturian has arranged for our Thursday 

Coffee hour at the library to be advertised on the Philo 

welcome sign.  The coffee hour was started April 6, 2009.  

She also told us about how we have made over 1000 pairs 

of PJ pants for the pediatric patients.  We can always more 

flannel fabric.  If anyone has any to donate, then we 

would be happy to receive it.  We can also use more 

sewers.  We meet at the Philo Library the second 

Tuesday of each month at 1pm.   
    Betty Rice told us about some food customs in the 

Philippines. 

    Judy Orn is to have surgery on her leg soon.  We are 

asked to send cards to cheer her. 

    The Annual Meeting is to be Wednesday, May 3, 2017, 

9am at the Savoy Methodist Church and the cost is $20.   

Reservations are due April 24.  Dorothy Rogers has 

arranged for another outing at the Green Mill Theatre in 

Arcola on May 31.  Deadline for reservations is April 15th.  

Cost is $25 each and includes lunch. 

Two opportunities for outings were shared and we will 

decide on them at a later date.   

     Countryside Methodist Flea market and more will be 

April 1, 2017, 7am to 3pm.   

                    Mary Ann Rinkenberger, Secretary 

 

 

                             RANTOUL UNIT     

     March 8th, seven of our unit and Mary Lou Younger 

went to the Round Barn and enjoyed Ethel & Maud's 

program "Irish Dancers" and a delicious chicken luncheon.  

Fun was had by all. 

        March 14th, we held our monthly meeting at the 

Rantoul Recreational Center.  Chairman, Betty Hadler 

called the meeting to order.  Seven members were present.  

The lesson 'Pollinator Pockets' was interestingly presented 

by Norma Shafer.  After the committee reports, Betty 

announced the up-coming activities and dates.  Betty 

adjourned the meeting.  The hostesses were Sharon Nelson 

and Betty Hadler.  Betty served crackers and honey, which 

her daughter's family makes...very good.   Betty and Sharon 

had a delicious St. Pat's Day luncheon for us. 

 

"GETTING TO KNOW US"       Norma Shafer has been a 

H.C.E. member since 1994.  She was our unit Treasurer for 

several years, Chairman for 8+ years and now 1st Vice 

Chairman.    Norma was born Jan. 8, 1933 on a farm in 

White County, Ill.  In Norma's words - "I had an older sister 

& have 2 younger brothers.  I went to a one-room 

schoolhouse with my Uncle John as my teacher all but one 

semester.  I took 2nd & 3rd grades in one year & since I 

started school at age 5,   I graduated from Carmi Township 

High School at 16, attended Chillicothe Business College & 

was ready for my first job at 17.  Ivan A. Elliott, a friend 

and lawyer from Carmi and Attorney General of the State of 

Illinois, gave me my first job.  I remember riding with him 

from Carmi to Springfield, where I stayed in his hotel room 

until I found an apartment.  One time I rode in the same car 

as Gov. Adlai Stevenson, who came to Carmi to dedicate a 

bridge.  We got our suitcases mixed up and when he ran for 

president, I use to say "He almost slept in my pajamas."  I 

met my future husband Bert in Springfield and we got 

married in 1952.  In 1954 we moved to Peoria where Bert 

attended Horology School (watchmakers).  From there we 

lived in Mattoon before moving to Rantoul where Bert 

worked for Frank's Jewelers and Chanute A.F.Base.  We 

have 3 sons:  Douglas who is a pharmacist, Mark who 

works for USAA in San Antonio, and Kevin who is the 
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engineer in charge of Milwaukee Sanitary District.  I have 5 

grandsons and one granddaughter.  I worked one year at 

Chanute A.F. Base; and then 20+ years as a secretary for 

Rantoul City Schools, retiring 1990.  Bert passed away 

Aug. 2009.  I keep busy now volunteering at the Rantoul 

Clothing Center and my church, Bethany Park Christian 

Church."                  Until next month,   Teresa Fabry. 

 

                    ROYAL UNIT 
       Royal HCE met on March 20, 2017 at the home of 

Janis Loschen with Betty Gronewald as co-hostess. Eight 

members answered roll call with “What is your favorite 

spring flower”. Chairman Marge Bluhm led in the Pledge to 

the flag and the Homemakers Aim. 

The group finished filling in our program books 

with monthly information. Marge reminded us that the 

Annual Meeting will be April 26, at the Savoy Methodist 

Church, Savoy. She also told about being encouraged to 

attend the HCE Board Meeting at 9:30 at the Farm Bureau 

auditorium. 

Marge passed around information she had received 

regarding meetings of interest being held in our area. Janis 

Loschen presented the lesson “Pollinator Pockets”. The next 

meeting will be held on April 17 at the home of Ella 

Osterbur. The lesson will be “Difficult Discussion”        

June Osterbur, Secretary 

                       ST. JOSEPH UNIT      

St. Joseph Unit met on March 2 at the home of Wanda 

Bohlen with Carol Kibler as co-hostess.  Nancy Aders 

opened the meeting with all reciting the Pledge and Aim.  

Roll call was taken by each member revealing their favorite 

spring flower. 

   Minutes were read by Carolyn Corn & approved.  

Treasurer reported a total of $205.00.  Betty Logue arranged 

for a (E.S.S. certified Master Beekeeper) David Burns to 

speak to our group.  Our lesson was Pollinator Pockets.  He 

told us he/d been a bee keeper for 25-30 years.  He has a 

store in Fairmount, IL and specializes in classes, package 

bees, queens, woodenware, equipment & honey.  He gave 

us information on the bee’s in a hive – the queen, drone & 

worker bees – there duties & life span. We learned about 

“drift watch” which refers to farmers having on their 

machinery GPS, the locations of hives.  This information is 

a protection for the hives.  We’re all encouraged to plant 

flowers & flowering shrubs, trees, etc. to provide food for 

our pollinators.  Barbara Lane 

              Barbara Lane 

                      STALEY UNIT                                   

      Staley Unit met on Friday, March 17, 2017, at Good 

Shepherd Lutheran Church with twenty-eight members 

present.Eileen Miller, Treasurer, started collecting the $20 

registration fee to attend the CC HCE Annual Meeting on 

May 3 at Savoy Methodist Church.  Eileen also passed the 

collection jar for Jordan House. 

      Marie Reeves thanked Pat Lacey, Corrine Saldeen, and 

Jan Webber for the delicious snacks and the St. Patrick's 

Day decorations for the March meeting.  April hostesses 

will be Helen Dueringer, Eva Frayne, Millie Gerard, and 

Francis Simpson. 

     Eva Frayne, Cultural Enrichment, gave a talk on Asylum 

Seekers, the New Underground Railroad. In April, Ceil 

Costello will have blank Volunteer Hours forms that all 

members need to fill out for Barb Hiller. 

     Donna informed us that Staley turns 90 years old this 

year.  Ideas on how to celebrate were discussed.  More 

information is needed before making final decisions.  

     Alice reminded us that in April Leslie Rose and Mary 

Ellyn Fincham will give the lesson on Pollinator Pockets 

that was postponed from February.  Then Alice introduced 

Jolie Troutman and Eileen Miller to give the March lesson 

on Difficult Discussions. The lesson led to much interesting 

conversation. After more discussion on the questionnaire 

sent out by the CC HCE Board, we adjourned.   Karen 

Moon, 359-2127 kjmoon43@yahoo.com 

 

KITCHEN CORNER     

 

APRIL  2017 

Cakcanib (An Irish dish) 
  by Barbara Lane, St Joseph Unit 

3 lbs potatoes 

1/2 head cabbage 

8 slices of bacon 

1 large onion 

-Boil potatoes & mash with salt, pepper, milk 

-cook bacon & crumble. 

-Chop cabbage & onion & cook in Bacon skillet 

-good served with Sausage, hame or corned beef 

 

STRAWBEEY PIE – Lindah Holzhausen, Mayview Unit 

1 low fat graham cracker crust 

3-4 cups strawberries 

1 pkg. sugar free cook & serve Vanilla pudding, small box 

1 pkg. sugar free strawberry jello, small box 

1 1/2 c. water 

 

Slice Strawberries and place in crust.  Mix jello, pudding 

and water together in a pan.  Bring to a boil.  Pour mixture 

over Strawberries.  Chill.  Serve with whipped topping. 



Champaign County HCE – APRIL 2017     “The Chatter”                   “Down by the Riverside with HCE” Page 9 
                                                                                                        

In the Spotlight 

 
Meet County Board Member - 
 
                   Sue Christensen, CCHCE Secretary 

I was born in Champaign on May 11, 1940.  I went to school at Holy Cross Catholic School through 8th grade and 

graduated from Champaign High School in 1958.  I met my husband Chris, who was stationed at Chanute Air Force 

Base in March of 1959 and married the love of my life April 23, 1960.  We have 4 married children, 12 grandchildren 

and 7 great grandchildren.  We enjoy spending time with all of them, traveling and going out to listen to live music.  

My high school class still get together, at least once a month, and enjoy keeping connected.  I worked at Illinois Bell 

Telephone Company about 5 years and lived in Elmhurst, Illinois part of that time where our daughter was born.  We 

moved back to Champaign where our three sons were born.  I did daycare in our home for 28 years and sold Home 

Interior and Gifts for 25 years.  I retired in September 1995.  In 1996 I went to work for H & R Block where I worked 

part time for 18 years as a Client Service Professional (receptionist).  I have been a member of St. Matthew Catholic 

Church for over 50 years.  I joined HCE when invited by a neighbor, Irene Bruce, in 2004. I am a member of the 

Bondville-Seymour Unit and Secretary on the Champaign County Board.  I’ve enjoyed all of the wonderful friends I 

have met through HCE. 

 

 

                                                                               

 Richey Vanderspool – Cultural Arts 

I was born in Elmhurst, Illinois on December 18, 1953 .  Both my parents 

died before they were 60.  I have a living older sister and a younger brother.  I 

went to grade school in Carpenterville, IL  I went to Dundee Junior High and 

graduated in 1971 from Dundee High School.  I attend Eureka College and graduated 

December 1975 with a Bachelor in Social Science.  I moved to Mauston, Wisconsin and 

started my little family.  My oldest daughter Kristi was born on Christmas day 1976.  I 

moved back to Illinois and lived in Bement for 6 months.  Then we moved to White Heath in 1977.  I eventually went 

back to school at Parkland College and graduated from there in 1987 with an Associate Degree in Nursing.  I worked 

at Mercy Hospital Urbana on the Medical, Surgical and Hospice floor.  I added to my family 2 boys Donnie and Ron 

and we all welcomed my youngest daughter, Whitney on May 21, 1990.  Our world kind of feel apart when we lost 

Don in 1998, but life moves on.  I lived one year in Mahomet, but eventually Whitney and I moved back to our house 

in White Heath.  We had joined a church while in Mahomet and I continue to go back to New Beginnings Lutheran 

Church and I am very active with my church family.  My daughter and son-in-law Mark were married there December 

2015. The nest is empty now except for my two dogs, Branson (the Pekinese) and Baleigh (the Golden Lab Retriever), 

my black cat Shadow and my white Parakeet Zebra.  Did I say Empty nest?  I have been disabled since 2008 but try to 

keep busy, so my kids can have lives.  I attend several Bible Studies each week, I am on the board for Champaign 

Christian Women Connections, I belong to my churches sewing group that meets every Wednesday at 9 am (where I 

crochet prayer shawls for sick members and friends and some of the other ladies make quilts for the Linus project.  We 

also crochet or knit 6 inch square blocks for SNUGGLES, that meet once a month at Lincoln Square for a 2 hour sew-

a-thon.  These squares are sent to an orphanage in South Africa.  I was invited to a HCE craft show to sell some of my 

crochet items in November 2015 and joined that day.  I belong to the Mahomet Unit and I hold the 1st Vice Chir.  I 

attended the County HCE Board in 2016 and came on board as Chair of the Cultural Enrichment in 2017.  I am 

looking forward to serving Champaign County and I love the Arts.  Arts include crafts, music, arts and plays.  I 

encourage all the ladies to attend Jean’ Craft Club, any of the County Board meetings, any of the schedule trips that 

your Unit or the County Board plans.  I look forward to meeting and getting to know you.     
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                                                           Elsie Meis Banquet                                                          

      
Missy Chitwood, Dorothy Rogers   Carol Froeschl, Rickey Vanderspool, Sue Christense        Bobbi McEntire, Mary Lou Younger, Donna Shirer 
 Judy French  

                          
Cultural Enrichment Project                            Blue Ribbon Winner – Cultural Enrichment      2016 Education Awards: #1 County most gained  

Dorothy Rogers, Missy Chitwood                      Eve Springer – Dewey Fisher Unit                 members, Public Relations and Volunteer Hours 

                                                                                                                                                       Bobbi McEntire & Carol Froeschl    

 
    Share Shop Bobbi and Mary Lou                     Rod Stewart Impersonator – Bobbi                Waiting for the Conference to begin 

                                                                                Entertainment                                     Rickey Vanderspool, Donna Shirer, Carol Froeschl 

                                                                                                                                           Sue Christensen 

IAHCE State Conference Awards 

--2016 County Most Members Gained in Illinois 

--2016 Education Award in Public Relations 

--2016 Education Award in Certified Volunteer Hours 

http://iahce.org/images/2017ConferencePhotos/2017Con (310) [1024x768].JPG
http://iahce.org/images/2017ConferencePhotos/2017Con (44) [1024x768].JPG
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99th Annual  Meeting 

   Wednesday, May 3, 2017 

9:00 a.m. 

Savoy Methodist Church 
Corner of Old Church Road and Duncan Roads 

Go South on Duncan ½ mile past Curtis Apple Orchard.  There is handicap parking 

$20.00 

Units – if possible, please collect from your members and send one Check 

with list of Unit members attending to: 

Melissa Chitwood 

1408 E. 2250N 

White Heath, IL 61884-9319 

This is a definite deadline of April 24th 

Registration & Refreshments:  9:00 a.m. 

Meeting:  9:30 a.m. 

Speakers: Deb Griest – AMBUCS & Evie Newman – Fisher Fair 

Installation of officers 

Memorial Service                                                                 Menu: Oven-fried Chicken, potato salad, apple  

Lunch                                                                                         apple/broccoli salad, choice of apple or   

Entertainment: Kenny Honeker – Guitar                                   cherry pie.  Hot coffee & sweet bread at                                             

& Singer: Country & Gospel                                                      refreshment table 

                                                                                                             Adjournment 

                                     

***************************************************************************************          

 

                           

                                                                                                                                      

“Down by the Riverside with Champaign County HCE 

 

 

April is Volunteer Month 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=/DYXXcfP&id=23FC465451B9C9404BC395017244CF1FCC700ACF&q=national+volunteer+month&simid=608039066978027807&selectedIndex=16&qpvt=national+volunteer+month

